
History of Kington St Michael Village Shop Ltd, 
Village Hall, Kington St Michael 

 
 

Our community owned and run shop has evolved over the years from its origins – 
starting as a Post Office & shop, then becoming a community-owned shop with the 
Post Office as a separate business, and then as a community shop with a PostPoint, 
and finally as a stand-alone community shop.  Here’s the history of how it got 
there…. 
 
In early 2003 Kington St Michael’s remaining shop and post office (situated at what 
is now 85 Kington St Michael) closed when the former postmaster moved away and 
new business owners could not be found. 
 
Following on from that loss, villagers started looking at ways to restore the much-
needed facility, and, in conjunction with the Parish Council, a Post Office Sub 
Committee was set up.  A search for a new premises and a new post-master was 
started and by September 2003 both had been found.  The back room of the village 
hall was only used occasionally and was ideal for conversion into a shop, with the 
post office part to be set up in the adjoining store room (with a new village hall store-
room to be built at the rear of the hall). 
 
Howard Greenman was identified as a potential sub-postmaster (already running 
several other sub-post offices locally) and agreed to take up the position. 
 
It was estimated that £37,000 was needed to carry out the work on the hall, with 
money coming from grants and much fund-raising.  In the end, the final figure raised 
through grants and fundraising (£10,046.49), was £36,535.57.  The total project 
expenditure was £32,372.69, leaving £4,162.88 in the pot.  This was held by the 
parish council for future use in the village and all without any rise in the parish 
precept! 
 
Once the funds had been raised, and the conversion of the rear of the village hall 
carried out, the official unveiling took place on 26th March 2004. 
 
However, in the 2000s Post Office Ltd started a swathe of closures of rural post 
offices and ours was identified as being at risk.  The community once again rallied 
round and took over the shop business, making it community owned and run, and 
registered as an Industrial & Provident Society on 10th May 2007 (following the Act 
of 2014 it then became Community Benefit Society, registration no. 30226R). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Office - End of an Era 
 

 
 

After decades of almost continuous service, sadly Kington St Michael Post Office 
was no more.  Despite its resurrection in 2004, our post office was an unlucky victim 
of the round of closures and our post office closed on 2nd April 2008.  Our last sub-
Postmaster, Howard Greenman, wished the community shop every success for the 
future.  
 
The community shop committee then looked in to the possibilities of how some of the 
services could continue and so a self-service PostPoint was installed where the Post 
Office counter had been, meaning that letters, packets and parcels could still be sent 
nationally and internationally. 
 
Here’s some background on the initial efforts made by the village, back in 2003/4:  
   

 
 
 
 
 

Promises Auction catalogue 
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
             

 
The Promises Auction catalogue: 

 

  

The Boule Tournament 
raised £253.45 

 

The Promises Auction 
raised £3,212.77 



 

 





 
 
 

    
 



 
 

 

This coffee morning 

raised £168.25 

The Children’s Toy Sale 

raised £45.97 



 
 

 
 

The Progressive Supper 

raised £776.10 

The Christmas Quiz night 
raised £189.87 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cheese & Wine evening 
raised £214.96 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(The above article erroneously states that the village hall is a Grade II listed building 
– it’s not listed, but it is within the village’s conservation area!) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
Here are some photographs from the opening ceremony on 26th March 2004: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Signing of the Lease, 19th March 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right – Robbie Duckett (Chairman of Kington St Michael Parish Council), 
Howard Greenman (Sub-postmaster), 

and Mrs Kathy Kirby (Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee) 
 

~*~*~*~ 

 
Opening ceremony speech with James Gray MP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plans for the shop within part of the village hall (drawn by villager and planner, John Hall) 

 

 



In late 2020 the shop committee made the decision to close the PostPoint counter, 
due to most of Royal Mail’s facilities requiring barcodes, the reduction of business 
due to Covid, and the costs involved for collections.   
 

 
Shop logo, designed by John Hall when the shop became community owned and run 


